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President Bill Clinton's administration is caught in a balancing act between its commitment to
restore a democratically elected government in Haiti and its reluctance to be dragged into a political
morass on the island that could eventually force the US to intervene militarily. Secretary of State
Warren Christopher recently announced a number of new measures in the Haiti crisis, injecting a
renewed sense of urgency to oust the de facto government in Port-au-Prince and restore deposed
president Jean Bertrand Aristide to the presidency. The measures, however, sidestepped a request
by Aristide that the US set a date for his return to power, reflecting the Clinton administration's
reluctance to clearly spell out how deeply the US might become involved in the peace process
should the Haitian authorities refuse to follow through with negotiations. Amidst growing domestic
and international pressure to define its foreign policy positions, the Clinton administration opted
to go on the offensive in the Haiti affair, stepping up efforts to return Aristide to power. On March
11, Secretary of State Christopher issued a statement warning the de facto government that it must
step aside in favor of Aristide. "We are not prepared to tolerate a long delay or obstruction from
the de facto forces that hold illegal power there," warned Christopher. "It's time to get down to
the hard negotiations." Nevertheless, in keeping with the general lack of definition which has
so far characterized the administration's Haiti policy, Christopher refused to enunciate what
specific measures Washington is prepared to take if the Haitian authorities continue to obstruct
the negotiations process. In a State Department communique issued later that day, Christopher
named Lawrence Pezzulo as the Clinton administration's special advisor for Haiti. Pezzulo is a
retired foreign service diplomat who has served as US ambassador to Nicaragua and Uruguay.
The statement said, "Haiti is a full-time concern of this administration and the Secretary wants
to have a high-level official devoting full-time to Haiti." Charles Redman, US Ambassador to
Sweden and former State Department spokesperson, was also named as special US envoy for
negotiations to restore democracy on the island. Christopher's warning, reports of a fresh impetus at
the negotiating table, and the appointment of two special advisors for Haitian policy all come amidst
speculation by political analysts that Washington is seeking to avoid the difficult issue of Aristide's
return to power by simply allowing his term in office to expire before seeking to resolve the conflict.
As a result, in an effort to put Washington's dedication to his return to test, on March 4 Aristide
called on the Clinton administration to fix a concrete deadline for his return to the presidency.
Aristide repeated this call in a March 16 editorial in the New York Times, the same day he was
scheduled to meet with Clinton in the White House. After highlighting the ineffectiveness so far in
US policy toward Haiti, Aristide proposed a plan which he said would "convert [Clinton's] moving
words into an effective policy." The cornerstone of Aristide's proposed plan is for the US to set a
concrete date for his return. "That and only that will convince the coup regime that the international
community will not tolerate its unlawful and violent usurpation of power," he wrote. Nonetheless,
despite this call to action, Clinton refused to set a date for Aristide's reinstatement. According to
Clinton, drawing a line in the sand would be premature, given the necessity of first establishing a
"secure environment." Still, during a press conference following his meeting with Aristide, Clinton
did express support for a plan to restore the deposed president and the constitutional government
over a three-month period. The plan was to be presented to the de facto government and military
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authorities by UN-Organization of American States envoy Dante Caputo. Clinton also announced
a US$1 billion multinational assistance program to revive the Haitian economy. That program will
take effect once Aristide has been restored to power. Aristide seemed comfortable with the US
position, and said he was "totally" satisfied with Clinton's decision to not set a date for his return.
He further called on his supporters to renounce all forms of violence and to avoid reprisals against
the perpetrators of the coup. And, in an effort to show a more conciliatory stance, Aristide's said
he would no longer seek jail terms for those responsible for the coup, but rather will only demand
that they relinquish political and military power. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 03/10-12/93; Notimex,
03/13/93, 03/16/93; United Press International, 03/16/93; Spanish news service EFE, 03/10-12/93,
03/15-17/93; Deutsche Press Agentur, 03/12/93, 03/17/93, 03/18/93; Associated Press, 03/18/93;
Agence France-Presse, 03/11/93, 03/16/93, 03/20/93; New York Times, 03/16/93, 03/17/93, 03/22/93)
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